| 193115 pAyL THY

<
o
Q
a
(@)
(@)
()
S
wu
Y
N
©
N
o
(92}
(98}
&
B
Y
S
N
—
o
3
=)
o
o,
3
o
Q
=
o
-
oq

P
MEAD

OLORADO

MEDIA RELEASE

Lorelei Nelson | Public Information Officer
970.805.4187 | Inelson@townofmead.org
January 26, 2022

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Mead to feature The Wall That Heals in August 2022

Atraveling memorial to those who served, and those who lost their lives during the Vietnam War,
is making its way to Colorado later this year. The Wall That Heals, a three-quarter scale replica of
the Vietnam Veterans Memorial along with a mobile Education Center, is coming to Mead on
August 18-21, 2022, at Founders Park and will be open 24 hours a day and free to the public. The
Wall That Heals honors the more than three million Americans who served in the U.S. Armed
forces in the Vietnam War, and it bears the names of the 58,281 men and women who made the
ultimate sacrifice in Vietnam. Mead is currently the only hosting site scheduled in Colorado for
the 2022 tour.

“As a former service member, | am incredibly honored to have the chance to participate in such a
momentous event here in our town,” Mead Mayor Colleen Whitlow said. “We’ve been given an
opportunity to help continue the legacy of healing, and | am grateful Mead was chosen to be a host
on the 2022 tour.”

“The Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund is pleased to bring The Wall That Heals mobile exhibit to
Mead to allow local veterans and their family members a chance to experience The Wall,” said Jim
Knotts, president, and CEO of VVMF. “Hosting The Wall That Heals provides an opportunity to
honor and remember all those who served and sacrificed in the Vietnam War and educate visitors
on the continuing impact of the Vietnam War on America.”

The Wall That Heals is transported from community to community in a 53-foot trailer. When
parked, the trailer opens with exhibits built into its sides, allowing it to serve as a mobile Education
Center telling the story of the Vietham War, The Wall, and the divisive erain American history.

The three-quarter scale Wall replica is 375 feet in length and stands 7.5 feet high at its tallest
point. Visitors will experience The Wall rising above them as they walk towards the apex, a key
feature of the design of The Wallin D.C. Visitors are able to do name rubbings of individual service
member’s names on The Wall.

The mobile Education Center exhibit includes: digital photo displays of “Hometown Heroes” -
service members whose names are on The Wall that list their home of record within the area of a
visit; digital photo displays of Vietnam veterans from the local area honored through VVMF’s In
Memory program which honors veterans who returned home from Vietnam and later died as a
result of their service; video displays that teach about the history and impact of The Wall;
educational exhibits told through items representative of those left at The Wall in D.C.; a replica
of the In Memory plaque; a map of Vietnam and a chronological overview of the Vietham War. The
exhibits tell the story of the Vietnam War, The Wall and the era surrounding the conflict, and are
designed to put American experiences in Vietnam in a historical and cultural context.
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The 2022 national The Wall That Heals tour is generously sponsored by USAA. Through a
partnership with the Truckload Carriers Association (TCA), the trucking industry, and Blue
Beacon, the exhibit is able to travel across the country.

Since its debut in 1996, the exhibit has been on display in nearly 700 U.S. communities in addition
to an April 1999 tour of the Four Provinces of Ireland and a visit to Canada in 2005. The Wall That
Heals is a program of VVMF, the nonprofit organization that built the Vietnam Veterans Memorial
in Washington, D.C. in 1982. The Wall That Heals is the only traveling exhibit affiliated with The
Wall in Washington, D.C. and includes the largest Wall replica that travels the country.
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